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Treaty Veterinary Clinic
                  Winter 2009/2010
A dog is for life not just for Christmas. If a pup is being received as a gift this Christmas, remember that this bundle of joy will grow into a full sized dog that needs walking, feeding, grooming and affection for at least the next 13 years! People need to be at home to care for a pup. A 13 year commitment is not the greatest Christmas present ever!
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Sweet things are readily available around the Christmas period, but remember, chocolate is one of the most commonly known toxins that affects dogs. The toxic ingredient is theobromine. Symptoms of chocolate toxicity can include:
Hyperactivity, increased heart rate and urination, tremors, vomiting/diarrhoea, seizures and panting/salivation.
As well as food, pets are often on the look out for anything else they can eat! Pets can find Christmas decorations extremely attractive and if swallowed, can cause intestinal blockage, so watch out!
Bones can also lead to digestive/intestinal problems. They can shatter leaving bone splinters inside the mouth, cutting the 

tissue and can also choke the animal. There are plenty of rawhide bones and other treats readily available in our shop that are safe to give to your pet.
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The winter months are colder and pets can start to feel more aches and pains. Look out for any limps and difficulty in getting up as these can be signs of arthritic problems.

Rabbits and guinea pigs are also very susceptible to the cold, wet weather. Ensure that hutches are warm with dry clean bedding. Hot water bottles can also be provided to provide extra warmth.
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Is your dog going into kennels over the winter months? Kennel cough is extremely contagious among dogs. The ideal way to tackle kennel cough is to prevent it by means of vaccination. The virus is air borne and can be transferred by coughing or sneezing. We would advise to vaccinate for kennel cough even if you are not putting your pet into kennels. A pup can be vaccinated for kennel cough at 8 weeks of age. It is essential to have all vaccines up to date.
We would like to highlight the importance of microchipping your pet. A microchip is your pet’s only form of ID. The microchip is inserted under the skin and consists of a series of letters/numbers. If your pet goes missing veterinary clinics and sanctuary’s use a scanner to locate the microchip. It is essential that the owner registers their details on www.fido.ie. If you do not register there will be no way of contacting you if your pet is lost. For the month of January we will be offering a 25% discount on micro-chipping if you decide to neuter your pet.
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TREATY VETERINARY CLINIC                 NEWS
We would like to welcome our newest member of staff, Aine Mullahy. Aine comes from Co. Mayo and is the newest Veterinary Surgeon to join our team. Aine has a keen interest in treating rabbits and other exotic pets so don’t hesitate to make an appointment to see her, as these tiny creatures need regular check ups and vaccinations too! 

We would also like to welcome home Karen, who has rejoined our nursing staff after spending a year In Australia working in one of the largest veterinary hospitals in the country. 
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Treaty veterinary clinic has a new website which can be visited at www.treatyveterinaryclinic.com 
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